
an explosive situation. Almost half of the total prison popula-
tion rebelled and seized control of the prison, taking 42 staff 
hostage.  In 1993 in Lucasville, Ohio, complaints about over-
crowding and mismanagement culminated in prisoners, orga-
nizing across racial lines, taking over the facilities for eleven 
days before recapture.  Recently in Mansfield Correctional in 
Ohio, a group of prisoners calling themselves the Army of 12 
Monkeys, coordinated sabotage and continue to advocate for 
guerilla-style attacks against prisons.   These events serve as 
reminders that prisons are like tinderboxes, highly flammable, 
and one never knows when their (dis)contents will explode.

Right now in the Bay Area a transit strike is underway, and we 
recognize the connection of these two struggles.  Anarchists and 
anti-capitalists seek to connect these and all conflicts against 
the state, so that they resonate, amplify, and spread.  Hunger 
strikes carried out recently by accused members of Conspiracy 
Cells of Fire in Greece and anarchists in the “bomb case” in 
Chile should not persist in isolation from the hunger strikes in 
California — nor should the generalized revolt in Turkey, Brazil 
and Egypt. We seek to invite local and global solidarity with the 
hunger strikers because their actions are dear to our insurgent 
hearts.  

The West Coast hunger strikers’ 
action resonates with other struggles 
for freedom.  Do whatever you can, 

individually and collectively, to 
support the hunger strikers and the 

anti-authoritarian project they inform.

Solidarity 
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As anarchists in the Bay Area, we have been paying close 
attention to the upcoming July 8th hunger strike and 
work stoppage that will take place in Security Housing 

Units (SHUs) in prisons in California, and a juvenile prison in 
Washington. We feel awed by the determination and strength 
shown by the hunger strikers in their decision to strike until 
demands are met, or to die trying. This is the second hunger 
strike California prisoners have en-
gaged in since 2011, when thousands of  
prisoners across California participated 
in a hunger strike that ultimately ended 
after the state made some concessions. 
From their statement: “[W]e remain 
100% fully committed to resuming 
our indefinite protest action(s) – to the 
point of our starvation resulting in se-
rious permanent injury and/or death. 
To date, three prisoners have sacrificed their lives, and many 
more have suffered permanent damage, in solidarity with 
our cause! We hope more deaths/injuries will not be required 
– but we are fully committed to our cause, and will accept 
nothing less than the changes to CDCR policies and practic-
es referenced above” (more at prisonerhungerstrikesolidarity.
wordpress.com). While this is first and foremost a struggle for 
better conditions, it also carries with it the potential of gener-
alized revolt. 

Against capitalist control, the hunger strike and work stop-
page are an absolute refusal to produce and consume. The 
strikers are decisively undermining their relationship to cap-
italism through refusing to participate in prison industry on 
the one hand and on the other, refusing to consume food that 
nourishes their bodies for further exploitation. Prisons don’t 
just cage bodies that interrupt the flow of capital, they force 
these bodies into cheap labor. The prisoners’ break from their 
ties to capital informs a broader praxis of desertion and resis-
tance.

By not working or eating, the prisoners evoke an exciting but 
perhaps underutilized gesture of revolt, the human strike. As 
Claire Fontaine remarks in an essay on the human strike, it  
“defines a type of strike that involves the whole life and not 
only its professional side, that acknowledges exploitation in all 
the domains and not only at work.”  This is a strike against the 

basic features of being a human being 
in capitalist society - the need to be pro-
ductive and consumptive - and these 
prisoners are sabotaging their produc-
tive/consumptive potential.   

A hunger strike, a decomposition of 
living bodies and minds, is essentially 
fast-forwarding the process that pris-
ons already put in motion. The strike 

exposes the  foremost feature of prisons, an acceleration to-
wards death.  Effected by sensory deprivation and prolonged 
isolation, the SHU prisoner is robbed of their mental and phys-
ical well-being, their social connections, and their creative po-
tential. A similar process occurs in lower security prisons and 
prison society in general.  

One of the most inspiring parts of the strike can be found in 
this Pelican Bay statement from 2012:  “from this date on, all 
racial group hostilities need to be at an end.” This attacks the 
racist and classist character of prison society, the way it pits 
people against each other.  Overcoming barriers that have 
kept prisoners separate clarifies who the enemy is. One tool 
this enemy uses is the gang classification system, which sends 
prisoners to isolation units for their “gang association” unless 
they snitch on others in a process called “debriefing”.

Often times protests over conditions have been the catalyst for 
large-scale prison uprisings. In Attica, NY in 1971, prisoners’ 
demands for political rights and better living conditions led to 

Prison strikes and uprisings serve 
as reminders that prisons are like 
tinderboxes, highly flammable, 
and one never knows when their 

(dis)contents will explode.


